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COMMUNIST MILITARY FORCES IN THE KOREAN AREA

CONCLUSIONS

1, The Chinese Communists and North Koreans have avail-
able sufficient manpower to sustain large-scale operations. .
.in'Korea for an extended period. Communist capabilities have
been limited, however, by critical materiel and logistic: defi-
ciencies and a shortage of technically skilled pérsonnel. -

2. In order to sustain extended large+scale offensive operations,
- Communist forces heretofore identified in Korea require sub~ _,
stantially greater materiel and logistic support from the Soviet
Union than they have obtained in the past. Even should they re-
ceive new equipment, however, we believe ‘that such operations
would require Soviet assistance in the form of large numhers
of skilled personnel, including ground combat specialists such
as tank crews, who would hecessarily come in contact with UN .,
forces. However, there is a possibility that other units of the
Chinese Communist army have been re-equipped and trained
with Soviet equipment in Manchuria and that these units will
appear in combat in Korea at any time, o

-3, The present estimated strength of 860 combat ajrcraft of .
the Communist Air Force in Korea, Manchuria, and China repre-
sents a considerable recent expansion, but it is still inadequate
for the effective protection of lines of communication and for the
Sustained support of ground forces. We believe that unless this
Air Force received substantial addi ional modern Soviet aircraft,
supplies, and technical assistance, its combat effectiveness would
‘be reduced to a very low order in about a week of sustained op-

erations.
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4, Despite numerous reports there-is no acceptable ev1dence
that a Soviet-bloc ‘volunteer” army is being formed to fight
- in'Korea. Nor isthere any evidence that any regular units of -
the Soviet Army in.the Far East {estimated at 32 line divisions .
and 5 brigades) will be committed to Korea in the immediate-
~ future. ‘Although there are indications that the USSR may pro--
vide token units of Soviet or other “volunteers’” as a gesture to.
‘the Chinese Communists, it is more probable that the Soviets
will provide: mappower, in the form of sorely-—needed speclalists
such as'radio and radar operators, tank crews, and ordnance
technicians, - Nonetheless, the possible:. commitment of major, .
well-equipped ‘‘volunteer’ units composed of Sovxetnbloc na- .
tionals or ]apanese cannot be overlooked .

5." There are indications that the Cummumst air effort in Korea
will continue to be enlarged. The current build-up points to the
probability of a considerable expansion beyond. the 860 aircraft
now available to; the Chinese Communists. It -appears. likely

that for the immediate future at least, the USSR will c@nﬁnue to
augment. the strength of the. Commnnist air units-in Manchuria
and Korea rather than to commit orgamzed elements from the
Soviet Far Eastern Air Force. In any event,. it must be expected
that-the full weight of the air strength: available to the Chinese i
,Commumists may be cemmitted at any time.

6. Communist ability to gain air superiority over North Korea

would depend primarily on the number of jet. fighters which

~ .could be brought.to bear against UN air ‘power. A substantial
augmentation of the present 260 jet aircraft estimated to be

avallable to the Chinese Communists would congtitute a serious

threat to. UN air superiority over Northern Korea. Provided

that the Communists continued to enjay an air smctuary,
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serious challenge to UN-air supemority in the ‘entire Korean
theater would develop-if; in addition, major elements of the
existing Soviet Far Eastern air forcé were deployed to the
,Korean theaten - :

q. Although there are at present no indications of the future
employment of Communist naval forces in the Korean war,
.elements of the Soviet Far Eastern submarine fleet could be

_employed against UN vessels at any time with little warning
and mining operations could be expanded., -

DISC USSION

8 The manpower resources which the Chinese Comm;umsts

and North Koreans have available are sufficient, despite re~

" quirements for agriculture, to sustain. large=sca1e operations.

in Korea for an extended period. Among the critical factors

thus far limiting Communist capabilities in Korea have been -

. logistic deficiencies (particularly of food, POL, vehicles, and o L
heavy armament) and the shortage of persozmel able to operate '

'.the more comphcated weapons of modem warfare,

, .9 ‘As a result of movements during tlve past few monﬂ:.s Com- ‘

' munist ground troops available for operations in Korea are now
‘at an all-time high. An estimated 675,000 Chinese and North
Korean troops are presently in Korea° In addition, the Chinese
Communists have an estimated 365,000 field troops, and 370,000
military district troops in Manchuma. ‘There is also in Ma,n~
~churia a partially-trained manpower pool of 560,000 militia
which the Communists have been using to furnish replacements
for those military district troops drawn into the. regular field
‘{orces.
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-10 The Chinese Communists’ and North Koreans are now largely '
‘dependent on the Soviet Union for logistic and technical support
Until recently, logistical support to the Chinese Communists -
appears to have been limited to motor vehicles, food; POL, and
ammunition, Inorder to sustain extended 1arge=scale @ffenmve
operations, Communist forces in Korea require substantially -
greater logistic and technical support from the Soviet Union. than
they have received for their previous offensive operations. Con-
tinued UN attacks on lines of communications and failure of: ﬂ;he ;
Soviets to deliver supplies adeguate to keep pasce with c@mbat :
attrition have in the past been largely responsible for the Commu-
nist logistic defic1encles in Korea

11, The Chinese Commumst forces which. have heretoﬁore been
identified in Korea have apparently lacked the skilled personnel

. required to operate modern arms and equipment Thus, even
.should the Chinese Communists- and North Koreans receive large
amounts of new equipment their forces would require _extensive
reorganization and retraining. ‘We believe that the Chinese Com~
munists heretofore identified in Korea will not be capable of ab-
' sorbing substantial amounts of modern equipment without Soviet
assistance in the form of large numbers of skilled personnel, -
even-including combat personnel; such as tank crews,, wha wonld
necessarily come in contact with UN ferces, .

12, HoweverS, there have been repo ts t.hat “major units of

‘the Chinese Communist Army haye been undergoing reorganiza-
tion and training in Manchuria with Soviet. equipment. Although
.these reports. have not been confirmed, a serious p« ossibility
‘exists. that substantial units of Chmese Commumsts using medern
.equlpment may be committed at any time,




13 Communist air capabmties have been greatly mcreased by
. the influx of additional jet aircraft into the area adjacent to the
Korean border, and by the intensive training of air crewsin -
Manchuria. The Chinese Communist Air Force is esumated to
have available approximately 860 aircraft,; including some 115
~ atrcraft of the North Kerean Air Forte am approximately: 380
Soviet-controlled aircraft operating with, but not orga.nic to, the
-Chinese Communist Air Force. This aggregate air strength
consists of the following aircraft types: 260 jet fighters; 210
piston fighters; 175 ground attack aircraft; 140 light bombers;
and 75 transports. "The jet fighters-are- apparently Sevie&-cnm
trolled; and, in some cases at least, ap;)ear to be flown and directed
by Soviet personnel Of the total 860 aircraft, it is estimated that
700 (including 220 jet fighters) are curremly based in ﬁan@hnma,

o and the remaimng 160 in China.

14, At the present time, UN air superiority: la,rgely precludes

- the sustained use of amfields in North Korea by the Communists
and therefore the effective range of their aircraft is limited.
‘The Communists have been making continued efforts to maintain -
these airfields-in operable condition in the face of counteraction
by UN aircraft. The Communists have 30 airfields available in
North Korea which are usable, or could easily be made usable,
Seven of these airfields have he»en recently constructed. The
majority of these airfields are suitable only for plstonwnmed
planes but some might be used for very limited jet operations.
For the most part, the airfields in North Korea have been located
in places close to rail communications. Due to DN air. mterdww ,
tion, logistical support has presented many serious difficulties
and as long as DN air superiority is maintained, it will severely
‘limit the Communist Air Force capahihtﬁes for. @ffensim and de~
fensive operations from these airfields, - There are, however,
adequate airfields in the Manchurian sanctuary fmm which the
..Communists can launch air atltacks on UN forces (see map)
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Operating from tl_ie Antung area; even the jet fighters could
range well behind UN lines. However, this extended range
seriously limits the sortie rate and time over fca.lr’get;° a

- 15, The present Chinese Communist Air Force is estimated
.to have the capability of launching from bases in Manchuria
and China, during an initial 24-hour period, the following:
* 1,115 fighter sorties; 415 ground attack sorties; 330 light -
bomber sorties; and the airlift for 4,000 troops. However,
.the effectiveness of such an assault would be hampered by
such factors as combat attrition and maintenance problems
~in addition to the range limitations discussed above. Further-
more, the relative low level of Chinese pilot proficiency and,
with the exception of the jet fighers, the inferior performance
- characteristics of the aircraft would be a major limitation. ,
.Thus, unless the Chinese Communist Air Force receives sub-
stantial additional Soviet aircraft, supplies, and technical
assistance, its combat effectiveness would be reduced to a
very low order in about a week of sustained operations.

.Be Used in Korea = | B
16. Soviet Line Divisions. The strength of the Soviet Army
‘in the Far East is estimated to be. 32nfine divisions and five.
brigades. Of this total, it is considered that a force of 14 to
18 divisions could readily be made available for operations

in the Korean war. These divisions include an airborne corps
- of 3 divisions and up to 6 tank and mechanized divisions with -
adequate supporting forces. This force could be moved to
Korea and committed to combat within 30 to 60 days after a
decision had been made to emplpy it and it might appear in or
near the combat zone without being detected. Soviet Far East-
-ern stockpiles are sufficient to supply and existing lines of

-6 -

" TOP-SECRET




TOP SECRET

communications are adequate to transport. the necessary lo- -
gistic support. Augmentation of this force by drawing on Soviet
line divisions in the western USSR or after partial mobilization
would require a considerable period of time and would be in-" "
fluenced by Soviet strategic and tactical requirements elsewhere
in the world. A N

17. ‘“Volunteer’’ Forces. It has been reported freguently.

that an international ‘‘liberation’ or ‘‘volunteer’’ army is being
formed in the Far East. There is, however, no evidence to sug-
gest that this is actually being accomplished. Details concerning
the supposed composition and location of this “army’’ have varied
considerably. In addition to Koreans, Chinese, and Japanese, such
an “‘army’’ could draw upon Mongol-type personnel as well as
Soviet and Eastern European “volunteer’’ units. Of the 80,000
Mongol types now serying in the Soviet Army, virtually all are
‘technically unskilled basic riflemen. There are more than

1,000,000 men of military age in Outer and Inner Mongolia and
Sinkiang. Some tens of thousands of the Quter Mongolians have
served in their own or the Soviet Armed Forces. The present
Outer Mongolian Army, which includes some small mechanized
. _elements, could be expanded rapidly t0-100,000 men and readily
‘be equipped by the Soviets. ‘‘Volunteer’’ units could be formed
" from the existing armies of the USSR and the European Satellites
at any time. Such forces could significantly improve the techni-
cal proficiency of existing Chinese and North Korean forces, but,
could be easily identified as Soviet-bloc nationals if they came in
contact with UN forces, = : ' B :

18. Air Forces. The Soviet Far Eastern air forces have an

' estimated authorized strength of 5,300 aircraft of World War Bit
type. Beyond the 260 jet fighters estimated to be in China and
Manchuria under Soviet control, there are no other jet fighters
known to be in the Far East, although jet operations are reported
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o have been conducted by both the S@Vlet Navy a,nd Air Force
in the Dairen area. It is possible that jets may haye been in-
vtrnduced without having been detected by intelligence, and we -
‘believe that the Soviets have the capability of deploying jet units
to the Far Eastina relatively short fime.

,19 There are 131 airfields in the Sm@=Soviet Far East w1tlam
500 miles of the 38th Parallel in Korea, or the Japanese Islands

- of Honshu and Kyushu. ‘The Soviets probably could deplay their

' entire Far Eastern air strength on.these 131 fields. Of the:30

airfields in North Korea, some are capable of supporting very

limited jet operatiensa

.20, There is ample evidence that the Sowets have been st@ckm
piling POL products, including jet.fuel, int the Far East in sub-
stantial quantities. Providing no eﬁfective DN action were taken
to disrupt Communist supply lines outside Korea, it is believed
that the Sino-~Soviets could support logistically a major alr

eff.ort in the Klarean theater

'.§21 If the Soviet Far Eastem air forces were deplayed t;e

~bases adjacent to Korea, range: factors would still prevent ef~

fective operations by Soviet. Light. homber. and fighter aircraft
against targets or UN aircraft in the extreme south of Korea.
Air attacks could be directed against UN naval forces and sup=.
‘port shipping in Korean waters. Night bombing attacks of limited

~ effectiveness could be delivered to any peint in Korea, or against
* UN bases. in Japan. samratienntype day bomber operations could
- also be launched throughout most of Korea if the Soviets were

~ willing to pay a high price in lesses, or if they were to succeed _
in gaining air superiority over Korea. If, however, Soviet medium
bombers were deployed to bases in the Far East, they weuld con=
siderably increase Soviet aircapabilities and expose UN military
,.installatlons in South Korea and Japa.n to the danger of atomic .

sn78'.‘=-
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air attacks Although there are no kmawn medium bembers in the
~_Far East; an unconfirmed report states that 14 TU-4’s have been
| __transterred from European USSR to Manchuria

22 ‘The bases from wluch jet operations ln Korea could be con~
ducted are located in the Port Arthur/Dairen, Mukden, Antung, -
and Vladivostok areas (see map). Using wing tanks, Antmg»base;d
Jets could operate as far as Seoul; Port Arthur/Dairen and Mukden-
" based jets could operate genera;lly as far as the line Chinnampo-~
Wonsan; and Vladivostok-based jets could epera,te effectlvely only
against a small porﬁon of northeast Korea, - :

-23. Communist abllity to gain air supermrlty over Nor*th Korea
~would depend primarily on the number of jet fighters which could
be brought to bear against UN air power. - A substantial augmenta-~
tion of the present 260 jet aircraft estimated to be available to
the Chinese Communists would constitute a serious threat to UN i
air superiority over Northern Korea,. Provided that. the Commu-~
nists continued to enjoy an air sanctuary, a serious challenge, to. )
UN air superiority in the entire Korean. theater wmxld devélap if, ‘
in addition, major elements of the existing Soviet Far Eastern
ajr force were deployed to. the Korean theater. Despite reduction
< of eﬁectiveness due to range limitations if 9peratmns were re-
- stricted to bases outside of Korea, the introduction of elements
of the Soviet Far’ Eastern Air Force could be eﬁective thmugh
sheer Weight ef numhers ’

24, Naval Forces: Soviet Far Eastern Naval Faraes consist

of the Fifth Fleet with headquarters at. Vladivostok and the Se-
venth Fleet with headquarters at Sovetskaya Gavan, The surface
- forces of these fleets consist of two cruisers, two destroyer
‘leaders, 26 destroyers, eight desimyer escorts, and 397 mis- ,
cellaneous vessels including minesweepers, subchasers, mine =
layers, landing craft, and motor torpedo boats. ‘The submarine
fleet has a strength of 81 submarines including 16 ocean patrol
types 37 medium-range types, and 28 coastal types,- :

.-'9~,
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Indications of Probable Scale and Nature of Soviet Assistance
~ Inthe Immediate Future islatane

'25. Ground Force Assistance. Additional basic manpower is
not required by Communist forces in the Korean area, but there
are indications that the USSR may provide token units of Soviet
or other “‘volunteers’’ as a gesture to the Chinese Communists
who are assuming the major burden for prosecyting the war.
More probably, however, additional Soviet assistance will be in
the form of sorely-needed technicians such as radio and radar
operators, tank crews, and ordnance specialists. Personnel
Such as ground combat troops likely to come in direct contact
with UN forces may be of Asiatic appearance and be supplied
‘with' Chinese Communist uniforms. It is not likely that large
:Soviet Mongol units will be employed., There are no acceptable
Aindications that combat ““volunteer’’ units for Korea are being
recruited in any of the countries of Eastern Eurcpe or that
Soviet line divisions will be employed in. the immediate future,
-There is no evidence that any combat units have been withdrawn

Arom the Satellite armies for service in Korea.

26. It is estimated that at least 10,000 Soviet army advisers
are assisting the Chinese and that an additional 3,000 (including
21,000 security police) are with the North Korean army. The =

Soviets have supplied virtually all the heavy North Korean com~

bat equipment, electronic equipment and antiaircraft guns in
China, Manchuria, and North Korea and virtually all POL sup~
plies as well as some food, vehicles, and ammunition for the
Korean operations. The USSR will probably supply tanks, ar-
tillery, motor vehicles, POL, rations, and ammunitien. to both
‘the Chinese and North Korean forces. Numerous reports sug-

-gest that fairly large-scale re-equipment of Chinese divisions
in Manchuria with Soviet weapons may be expected.  Indications
of actual and potential increases. in logistic support from the

-10 -
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: USSR 1ne1ude evidence uf 3 steady ﬂow of materiel inm M;a.n~= '
churia and of increasing efforts to move materiel from. . ,
Manchuria into the forward. combat zone in Korea. In additmn
the construction of a‘direct rafl line from Vladivostok via -
Kraskino to North Korea is being rushed to completion. ‘Btock~
piling activities. in the Soviet Far East have recently been in-
Aensified, and industrial output in the. Irkutsk area has been :
,mcreased and is heing divemed to. ﬂw east, o -

, x Assistance. The s have

* planes in the Communistf’-”-. Or
Btrength has been steadil

in jet training | :

: :atmength in- mnchuria, : ﬁeenara imrease'm.;uz& numher.
- of: me-w 5 engaging. UN am:rait in the Sinuiju area.

.28, Qrganizaunnal changes, increased actmty of longﬂrange
air armies, the establishment of spe cial defense fight;er com-

. mands in Viadivostok and Dairen areas, and the expansion of

the, gmund interceptor network (with operators usmg the Rus -

_ slan language) in North Korea provide further evidence of a

~ probable. early increase. in Communist air operations inthe -

Korean area. Finally, there have been Substantlal shipments,

,On an urgent. basi_s, of jet fuel from Smiet refineries to Man-

churia. o

29, Nayal Assistance, Indicatmns p@int te 2 6
Soviet technical and advisory naval assistance in

: .,Lesser extent to tbe Narth Kmeans In additmn,, mmally all ‘
mines thus far encountered in the Korean waters have been of
Soviet mannfastm«e, and it is mwn that large shipments of
Soviet mines and tarpedoes have been made to Fa,r Eastem
.zcommnnist bases ’ _

-11 -
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.Ind_i ._ tmns Ctmcemigg Pmbable Emglamnt ai eammmzist
Korces inthal* __t_eFutg_gg_f O
80, ‘Military indicaﬁans point to thagempla ment: af all avai1=
~able North Korean and Ch N Army

_eﬁengive epemtim a8 soon as. the a =
- the gecesga ,_, supyli%s, equipmenty nd &
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. Cnmmunist gmund tr00ps and attanks on. Im lines of communi~
catfions should be expected. All these indications suggest that
the Soviets will ‘continue to enlarge their air effort by stages -
geared to their assessment of US and UN reactions to each for=
} :nu;l move, and the degree of sugcess achieved by the. Gommunist
orces.

38, There are at present no indimtiens of the pmbable fui;ure
employment ‘of Communist naval farms in the Karean war, gl -
thought mining and snhma.rine act.tvity mmain a mnstant threat.
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